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ASTER is the great annual feast of the Christian year’;
the one day on which all Christians join in celebrat-
ing and commemorating the culmination of their
faith and the fulfillment of their hopes. The feast
is one of great antiquityin the church. Its beginning

'was obscured by widely diverse practices on the part of dif-

ferent churches-—some celebrating the fourteenth day of the:

moon. of the month Nisan, irrespective: of: the day of the
-week, while others, with equal vehemence, asserted and cel
ebrated the Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord on the first
Sunday occurring after the fourteenth day of the moon of the
month Nisan. Finally the question was. defiuitely settled by
. the "council of * Nicalg in the:year® 325, from: which time
- Sunday was by commobn consent made the day on whlch
* Easter fell.

The origin of the feast has been attributed to various Saxon,

Greek and Roman festivals, and it .is’ true that the- name
 Faster is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word ** Eostre,’ the
goddess of the Spring, and even Persian religious observances
have been called: upon to explain this, the chief feast of’ the
.| Christians, :The cause and power of: Easter lie _fgr.__dg:ep_cr---
_ and their true significance is not to be. grasped by merely

. pointing out that in other religions whose worshippers stood’

awe-struck before the mighty forces’ of nature, there had'
Truly the
_"worshlppcrs of the sun, and moon, and sea, and: moumamg 3
'mlght uell be glad when thc revwma ‘earth - shawed by the- A

»bcen periods of rejoicing ‘at :the sprmg solstu:c

harvests. The promise of returning food and warmth were
powerful enough to stimulate the imagination and! catch-the

attention of far, lower minds than those which first began the

celebration of Easter.

" As:St. Chrysostom said of the: early Christians: '.'Thc

whole of ‘time is a festival with Christians because of the.

excellency of the good things which have been given.”’ “And
so at first the young church prepared itself by a life of purity.
and blamelessness for the: second coming, which is daily and:
‘almost hourly expected.  Hours and days gave place'to hur--
rying years and still the world went on. . Many were gathered
to their last resting place without ever having sight of:that

glorious vision whose light had lightened their souls through--

out:this life’s  journey. Those who yet remained “on their

: p;lgrlmage were irresistibly and naturally turried: Ito then-
‘belief in the rising again of their Lord; and to the: prum:se it
'held out to them and their loved ones. With ‘each succeed-"

ing year-the gap between the Man of' Nazareth and: his fol-
lowers lengthencd—-uuhl only the traditions of his life’ and
teachmgs were left to his living’ disciples.  Ths_great basis:
of his religion was the power which ‘each man hasto live
eternally; and the' great ‘demonstrztion of- this prmmplc was
his own resurrection:  The' Christians of the early: centuries
‘felt this as ‘strongly as it is felt ‘to-day. They sawthat w1th0ut
‘the resurrection’ both :the’ bel:ef and: their faith were

and as peoples, no less than individuals, are wont to/do, ¢
day was set apart for. the pe! 1 remembrance of.

e were thus kcpt clearly

“The physical delights which éhsractefited and’ too often
scandalized the celebration of Easter in the Middle Ages

‘when priests used to give pautomlmes and plays- from the
‘pulpits and the people gave themselves up to feasting and

pleasure, have given place to the religious and spiritual cele-.

bration of to-day. - Each country has its own customs. The
most universal custom en Easter Day is that of giving eggs,
often beautifully colored, as a symbol of the life beyond the
grave. This custom is'in use even in  Persia, where there i3’
a feast ‘in’ the spring celebratmg the rentrn of the sun, at
which’eggs have been given and received from time' imme- -
morial. ‘In Russia the whole people re]o:ce together, and |

.each greets the other w:th the salutatiorr “*He is Risen,”> ta -
- Easter'is’

which the reply is made, ‘He is Risen Tndeed.””
also made the’occasion in Russia for the general d:stnbutznn
of alms among. the ever present and scemmgly hopeless poor
of that country.

In France, Italy, and Spam, where Easter is known as

‘Paques and:Pasqtia, a word derived from the Hebrew Paschal;
““the Feast of the Passover,. ‘the' celebrations are most
‘ornate and. marvelous.,

of m.tracle—wommg saints, and m:mges—and extraor

‘th week: prec'dmg Easter. TS
rotestant countries ‘the iasm of Len and the

In addition to the services in'the - '
churches, ‘when every. ad]unct of music-and'ritualis usedto. =
add to this 1mpress1veness. there:are wonderful prac&s:ans



